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Bir ORE this diabolical Art was introduced PIO 
men, there was ſocjal order; and as the great Locke 
expreſſes it, ſome ſubordination- man placed an impli- 
cit confidence in his temporal and ſpititual directors 
Princes and Pricſtz—entertained. no, doubts of their in- 
fallibility ; or ever queſtioned their unerring wiſdom. 
Indeed, the lower orders, though in other reſpects 
immerſed in the moſt profound ignorance, knew full 
well (their ſuperiors having taken care to inform them) 
that the exiſtence of ſociety depended upon diftinftions 
of rank, fortune, Ke. They therefore chearfully ſub- 
mitted without murmuring, to be the baſis upon which 
. the pillar of ſociety. was erected, and patiently bore the 
weight of the ſhaft, cornice, frieze, and capital; nor 
ever complained of the expences of ſupporting this 
ſtructure, notwithſtanding the taxes and contributions 


| ; neceffary for keeping it in repair, reduced them to the 
MS moſt 


4) 


moſt abje poverty and dependence—to toil and la- 
bour. for their ſuperiors they never thought a hardſhip, 
ſenſible that ſubmiſſion was their duty, they never 
uttered a with for a change in the order of things. 


If their Prince engaged: in war, without the leaſt 
enquiry on their part, as to its juſtice or neceſſity, 
they not only furniſhed the means of carrying it on, 
but alſo at his command quitted the peaceful employ- 
ment of cultivating the fields, to act a part in the field 
of battle, and take the chance of war, that they might 
crown with laurels the hero who led them on—the riſk, 
the danger, and difficulties always theirs—the honour 
and profit his alone, or thoſe in command under him, 
whoſe conduct he graciouſly condeſcended to  approveand 
reward. If they returned in ſafety to their homes, 
they had recourſe to their former means of . eee 

no proviſion ever bee made for them. TOY 
| Thoſe whom the fate or battle dovtmied 16 UE found 
an honourable grave on the field, and their ſurviving 
relatives the ſatisfaction, and a very great ſatisfaction 
it undoubtedly was, of their having terminated their ex- 
iſtence on the bed of honour, fighting for their king. 
$ they left families behind them, poverty and diſtreſs 
_ were their inevitable portion, the ſovereign being too 
much engroſſed with the weighty affairs of ſtate to at- 
tend to fuch trifles as the ſufferings of the lower orders: 
indeed, the courtiers and great officers of ſtate uſtd 
every poſſible precaution to keep the knowledge of fi ach 


things from him, for fear of wounding that nice : ſenſe | 
"ot 
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131 
of feeling, and exquiſite ſenſibility, peculiar to people 
of the higheſt rank and moſt elevated ſtations. 


The ſoldier, whom mutilation rendered incapable of 

gaining ſubſiſtence by labour, turned mendicant or beggar 
took his ſtand at the corner of ſome ſtreet, and lived 
upon the bounty of paſſengers. Theſe brave fellows 
never thought their caſe hard ; on. the contrary, they 
ſubmitted contentedly to a ſcanty allowance of the 
eoarſeſt fare, and ſaw, without repining, their ſuperiors 
in the full enjoyment of every earthly bleſſing. The 
being neglected, &c. by their prince, after having 
fought his battles, and ventured their lives in his 
erke n no ſymptoms of diſcontent j in wem. 


The . was e with a view to —_ 


the Infidels from the Holy Land, and in which all the 


princes of Chriſtendom were united, brought millions 
to the ſtandard of the Croſs—a plain proof this, that 
the people of thoſe days yielded ready. ſubmiſſion and 
obedience to the commands of their ſovereign, and im- 
i faith in the an of their * 


. At che dann league 1 was s the hg p ng 
it is to be lamented, that they were not more ſucceſsful 
for had they ſubdued thoſe enemies of Chriſt, his 
religion would have been eſtabliſhed, and the Holy 
Inquiſition, with the other ſalutary meaſures; uſed. by 
the Romitſh clergy upon the refractory and unbelievers, 
might have been the means of infuringsfalvation. to 
tat numerous people—to all thoſe - tornaents-13vith 

ven Of g, cbounotif ty ee wag lich 
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which infidelity will be rewarded they are now 


In the times we are ſpeaking of (the Golden Age), the 
feudal ſyſtem prevailed—a ſyſtern replete with bleſſ⸗ 
ings—by it the different orders of ſociety were kept 
perfectly diſtin and ſeperate—there were kings, ba- 
rons, prieſts, yeomanry, villains or flaves; and they 
were, I believe, with regard to rank and power, in the 
order in which I have named them. The villains, or 
loweſt claſs, were what Mr. Buzxs ſo elegantly terms 
the Swiniſh Multitude, but of rights or privileges as 
men they had not an idea; we may with propriety 
ſtile them the Jackalls of the times; they tilled the 
earth, and performed all manual labour; but in return, 
their ſuperiors allowed them ſufficient of the produce 
for ſubfiſtence—permitted them to take ſome reſt, in 
order that they might be ſtrong, to bear hardſhip and 
fatigue—took from them the trouble of thinking—in- 
_ deed, from the very prudent manner in which they 
were brought up, I will not fay educated, they were 
little capable of thought, of courſe exempt from the 
mental fatigues of ſtudy and reflections. The Serip- 
| tures having declared gold to be'the root of every' evil, 
they were very humanely prevented from poſſeſſing any. 
As to religion, the clergy taught them as much as they 
thought neceffary, and they were without doubt the 3 
Judges, being in general good ſcholars. 0 


| laid eee e dition of Wale 
——y— — — 


ahnoft parental anxiety and folicitude appears to have 
 aftuated 
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au the governors in every part of their conduc, 
in which the lower orders, or vaſſals, were concerned 
or intereſted. In my mind, their ſituation was equal, 
if not preferable, to that of the flaves in our Weſt 
India iſlands—notwithſtanding the friends of the flave- 
trade have lately repreſented the condition of the n ne- 
groes to be ſo yr enviable, 


Primogenitureſhip, or - the perpetuating families by 
ſecuring the property to the eldeſt ſon, was alſo a wiſe 
regulation of this ſyſtem ; it enables thoſe of the firſt 
claſſes to trace their deſcent through a long line of 
illuſtrious progenitors z : and though, upon a ſuperficial 
view, it may appear unj1 juſt to give all to one, and leave 
the reſt unprovided for, yet if we reflect but for a mo- 
ment, we ſhall ſee that this, apparently an evil, was 
fraught with the moſt beneficial conſequenees to ſo- 
| ciety the younger branches feeling all the dignity of 
high birth, with the moſt ſovereign contempt. of the 
Jower orders, but poſſeſſing no property, "were under 
the neeeſſity of eultivating their underſtandings, in or- 
der that they might be qualified for filling the different 
offices of ſtate, for commands in the army and navy, 
and for the high ehurch appointments ; all of which 
ought, moſt aſſuredly, to be their exeluſive right. — 
Thoſe who approve the levelling plan condemn this in 
toto—to men who think privileged orders in Tociety | 
unneeceſſary ho are not proud of the honour of 1. 
. porting kings, nobles, and prieſts, and would lot fu 


mit, for their ſakes, to every hardſhip, it: 78 vain to 
"offer reaſon—1 ſhall not attempt it, THY 5 would 


"be loſt labour, 7 8 
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To enciemerate_ all the advantages ariſing Hom here, 
ditary diſtinctions in ſociety would far exceed the 
bounds I have preſcribed to myſelf ; but what will my 
reader think, when I inform him, that the late govern- 
ment of France was feudal in the extreme ; how will 
he pity and deplore the madneſs and folly of that de- 
luded nation—no longer blefſed with a king, nobles, 
or prieſts, but left, like a ſhip in a.ſtorm, without a 


Pilot, to their own guidance—with hands uplifted he 


will exclaim, What will become of them Having 
briefly ſhewn a few of the advantages enjoyed before 
the art of Printing was diſcovered, or at leaſt generally 


known, I come now to point out, as is expreſſed in my 


title, its Pernicious Effects upon Society. 


Since Printing has been employed: as the medium of 


: diffuſing ſentiments &c. government has become more 
difficult—the goyernors are frequently, and inſolently 


called upon, to give an account of the national treaſure, 


Its expenditure, &c and if they are in any reſpect 


tardy, or ſhould circumſtances render evaſion neceſſary, 


| dare to reyile and inſult them, 


it is aſtoniſhing, with what boldneſs ſome. men vin 


The lower orders — to have "ideas 5 rights, 28 


men —to think that one man is 8 good as another 
chat ſociety i is at preſent founded upon falſe princi iples— 
that hereditary honours. and diftinQtions are abſurd, 


$ownn * 


unjuſt, and o pprefſive—that abilities and morals only 
ſhould recommend to the firſt officers in a ftate—that 


vo regard ſhould be paid to rank and titles—that ip- 


. ſtrution, ſufficient to qualify a man for being a mem- 
per 


ES 
ber of ſociety, is a debt due to every individual, and 
that it is the duty of every ſtate to take care that he 


receive it that every man has a right to a ſhare in the 


government, either in his own perſon, or that of his re- 
preſentative, and that no portion of his property or 
labour ought to be taxed without his conſent, given 
either by himſelf, or repreſentati ve that every one 
ſhould contribute to the ſupport of the ſtate in propor- 
tion to his ability, and that all partial exactions are 
oppreſſive— that laws ſhould be the ſame to all; and 
that no one, whatever may be his rank or ſtation, 


ſhould be allowed to offend them with impunity that 


freedom of ſpeech is the equal right of all; and that 
the rich have no right to dictate to the poor whit ſen- 
timents they ſhall adopt on any ſubject or in any wiſe 
prevent inveſtigation and inquiry. This, with a great 
deal more ſuch ſtuff, is called the rights of man—blefſed 
fruits of the art of Printing—the ſcum of the earth, 
the ſwiniſh multitude, talking of their rights! and in- 
ſolently claiming, nay, almoſt demanding, that political 
liberty ſhall be the ſame to all—to the high and the 


low—the rich and the poor—what audacity hat un- 
paralelled effrontery !—it ought to meet correction. 


Wich fimilar miſtaken notions of liberty, even many 
women are infatuated ; and the preſs, that grand pro- 
' lific ſource of evil—that fruitful mother of miſchief, 
has already favoured the public with ſeveral female 
productions on this very popular ſubject - one in par- 


ticular, called Rights of Women, and in which, as one 


of their rights, a ſhare in legiſlation is claimed and 
afſerted—gracious heaven! to what will this fatal 
deluſion lead, and in what will it terminate! 


In 
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In religion too, new regulations are to take place 
to ſuch lengths have ſome gone, that they talk of ex- 
amining with their reaſon, and of admitting only what 
will bear that teſt—they | have almoſt ceaſed to reſpect 
the Clergy, and appear to doubt many of the articles 
and tenets of the church they talk of the religion of 
Reaſon, and Nature, and ridicule faith whenever it is 
oppoſed to reaſon all the torments of hell, they treat 
as fabulous, and the power of the devil, they affect to 
ſcorn and deſpiſe laugh at it as a bugbear fit only to 
frighten women and children. 


In politics, as I before 8 they ſay they are 
as much intereſted as the rich. What will ſcarce be 
credited, thoſe lenient ſentences paſſed by the Juſticiary 
Court of Edinburgh upon ſeditious perſons, have been 
moſt ſeverely cenſured by them, and confidered as an 
unwarrantable and deſpotic ſtretch of power:—the con- 
viction of Mr. Winterbotham, in an Engliſh court has 
alſo met with ſevere animadverſion; and the caſe of 
Mr. Holt, the Newark Printer, they univerſally re- 
probate, and for why ?—becauſe he only, as they ſay, 
re- printed what the Duke of Richmond and Mr. Pitt 
originally publiſhed. What ſtuff and nonſenſe, as if 
there was no difference between a Duke, or the ſon of 
Chatham, and a pitiful low-bred fellow of a Printer, 
ſprung, as I am informed, from the vulgar, plebeian 
loins of a gardener or that a duke, or the ſon and 
brother of a peer might not write and publiſh with im- 
E, that, for which a ige or boakſeller nos 
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In the conduct of our oppoſition, in what is reckoned 
a partial repreſentation, we have, I think, a pretty ſpe- 
cimen—a ſweet ſample of what would be the caſe 
were univerſal ſuffrage allowed—they would be perpe- 
tually haranguing about their duty to their conſtituents, 
of the ſacredneſs of their delegation, and would never 
be brought to grant money to government without be- 
ing informed, to what purpoſes it was to be applied. 
By thoſe, and ſuch like refractory arguments, the King, 
poor man, would be conſtantly thwarted when he 
wanted a little caſh for ſome private munificent purpoſe 
or other—for inſtance, to relieve the neceſſities of any 
of thoſe meek and tender-hearted Princes on the Con- 
tinent, where paternal regard for their own ſubjects 
will not allow them to lay burthens beyond what they 
know they can well bear. The auguſt perſonages (the 
German Princes), eminently diſtinguiſhed for all the 
amiable qualities of the mind, have not eſcaped cen- 
ſure—by the friends of inſubordination in this country, 
they are ftiled tyrants and deſpots—if malice dare ſhoot 
her envenomed ſhafts againſt ſuch pure -immaculate 
characters, how can the generality of men, ſtained and 
polluted as they are, hope to eſcape. This and every 
enormity to which the frenzy of the times may give 
birth, is juſtly chargeable upon the art of Printing, 


The trifling bagatelle ſubſidy granted to the King of 
Sardinia—I ſay trifling, when we conſider our great 
opulence, and the preſent flouriſhing ſtate, of our manu- 
factures and commerce—has met with as much oppoſi- 
tion as if we had been already oppreſſed by taxation, 
and at a loſs to raiſe the neceſſary ſupplies the reverſe 


however 
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however is well known to be the true ſtate of the caſe ; 
and ſhould it be neceſſary in order to the proſecuting to 
a happy termination the preſent juſt and neceſſary war, 
in which we are engaged to ſubſidize all the powers in 
Europe, I hope and truſt our government will not he- 
ſitate to do it; for rather than Jacobiniſm ſhould make 
any further progreſs, every real friend to ſocial order 
and true religion would ſtake his all. 


The late motions in the Lower Houſe reſpeQing 
the legality of Meſſrs. Muir and Palmer's ſentences 
is another evil ariſing from the art of Printing; for 
had it not been for that infernal invention, the Com- 
mons moſt probably would never have exiſted—the peo— 
ple, happy in their ignorance, would never have had 
any chimerical notions of liberty, but obedient to their 
ſuperiors, things would have glided ſmoothly and 
calmly on, and the crime of ſedition been unknown | 
in this happy land. 


But for Printing, thoſe two diſturbers of the repoſe 
of ſociety, and raſcally innovators, Calvin and Luther, 
would never have been able to propagate their doctrines 
of Reform, as they audaciouſly called them—rebellion 
againſt the ſpiritual juriſdiction of his Holineſs, the 
Pope, would have been a more proper expreſſion, and 
to have puniſhed as rebels thoſe enemies to his ſacred 
authority and the Catholic faith, upon the firſt pro- 
mulging of their damnable herefies, would have been 
the only mode of preventing the further progreſs of 
"opinions ſubverſive of eccleſiaſtical power, and conſe- 
quently of ſocial order. Sure religion fince that period 
| has 
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has been gradually loſing ground; and the reluctance 
with which tithes and church-dues are now paid, ſhew 
evidehtly-its declining ſtate, and how little the people 
reſpect ON ns, ts | 131338 
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„ Tolerating of * a Ps hs of the art of 


Printing,'i is ſapping and undermining, to its very foun- 


datioris, our eſtabliſhed church it already totters, and 
if it ſhould fall, to what a deplorable ſituation ſhall we 
all be reduced no archbiſhops. or biſhops—no deans 
ar prebendaries none of the dignitaries or: higher 
.oxders: of the elergy leſt nothing but pariſh prieſts or 
durates, and bur q n weak endeavours, to truſt to for 
pr OG 6 in a Ou a and 1 
an ien tri | 0 vun 
emed v ach- mater, 8 
1 > Had-indnkifiremained. 3 af the uſe of 8 
thoſe outcaſts of ſuotety, Paine and Barlow, would not 
have been able to) publiſh their wicked inflammatory 
| books—miſcreants: that treat with ridicule. the moſt 
_ -aritient-eſtabliſhirient—Cuſtoms, of, ſack remote anti- 
quity as to puztehithe-deepeſt antiquaries to have their 
origin, they have even dared to ſpeak of with levity— 
privileged orders and every ſpecies of hereditary deſti- 
nation (the Corinthian capital of poliſhed. ſociety) they 
conſider as, enexoachments. upon the rights of others— 
. nay, even kings and. princes, to hom they, know we 
are attached both from duty and intereſt, they have 


endeavoured to r in a n, and ludicrous 


nn ob e A 


- Prejudice, one of the, Arongeſt cements, of a | well 
ordered 
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ordered ſtate, and which from the very circumſtance 
of their being prejudices, Mr. Burke would recom- 
mend us to venerate and cheriſh—they would per- 
ſuade us to get rid of—the knowing ſcoundrels, could 
they once accompliſh this, our minds would be in a 
ſtate to receive their ſeditious doctrines, and what, 
pray, wotild be the conſequences?—we ſhould become 
inſolent, offend our ſuperiors, and be puniſhed with 
fine, impriſonment—the pillory, or tranſportation to 
Botany Bay. Not a pillar or bullwark of well cegula- 
ted ſociety, in other words ſocial order, but they haue 
attacked as originally founded in injuſtice, and ſup- 
ported by fraud and impoſition.  Our-glorious conſti- 
tution, formed by the progreſſive wiſdom of ages the 
wonder and envy of ſurrounding nations—the nc piu: 
ultra in the ſcience of government—the only human 
ous gentlemen tell us, is full of defects and blemiſhes 
hat it is a ſyſtem of deception, / calculated to bene- 
fit the few at the expence of the many they would, 
alas! be wicked enough to add, if it had occured to 
them, that it was in a great meaſure framed by men 

12 . n. n e n 
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For ed act based eter eric, the neue) 
"confequence of a diffuſion of knowledge and ſcience, 
ſome 'remedy muſt be found; the preſent adminiftra- 
tion have made ſome trifling feeble attempts to check 
their progreſs—ſuch as additional duties upon adver- 
tiſements and newſpapers, which almoſt preclude cheap 
publications of the ſame nature I ſuppoſe the late tax 
x | upon 


1 18 1 


upon paper to be but theſe remedies are totally inade- 
quate, at leaſt they will be ſo exceedingly flow in their 
operation, that the preſent race have but little RO 
of wing to ſee any of their good effects. 


To rid ourſelves of ſuch a monſter; fome ſtrong effi- 
cient meaſure muſt be had recourfe to - ſomething 
that will ſtrike at the root, and have an almoſt inſtan- 
taneous effeQ—ſuch an one, 7 "on 59 can * 


Gut. 

Let all Printing prifies be committed to the „n 
—all letter foundries be "deſtroyed —ſchools and ſemĩ- 
narics of learning aboliſhed—difſenters of every 'deno- 
minations double and treble taxed—alt diſcourſe upon 

zovernment and religion prohibited political elubs 
and aſſociations of every Kind ſuppreſſed, excepting 
"thoſe formed for the expreſs purpoſe of ſupporting go- 
vernment; and laftly, iſſue a proclatnation againſt read- 
"ing, and burn all private libraries. To carry ſome 
part of this plan into execution, it will be'neceffary to 
employ ſpies and informers, which by many (Jacobins 
and Republicans) are kabügut to be ſignis either of 
weak or wieked and corrupt government; they fay, 
that governors, conſcious of acting for the public good, 
of 22 it only in view in all their meaſures, would 

fcorn” uſing ſuch unworthy and diſhonourable means. 

I cannot be of this opinion, but am confident, that if 
the meaſures I have propoſed be but ſpeedily adopted, 
and rigorouſly purſued, the happieſt conſequences would 
ſoon be experienced ; all the wild, idle theories, with 
which men are at preſent diſturbed, would ſoon yaniſh 
Ak to the 
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---the lower orders would mind their -work, become 


tractable and docile, and perhaps in leſs than half a 
century, that deſirable ſtate of i ignorance and darkneſs, 


which formerly prevailed, might again reſtore to this 


Iſland that happy ſtate of ſociety with which it once 
was bleſſed. Providence has often evinced a partiality 
For this Iſle, and in the circumſtance of ſo many emi- 
grant French having ſought rutuge amongſt us, at the 
preſent critical period, we may ſtill, I think, conſider 
ourſelves as the object of heaven's peculiar care ;—-theſe 
men have been educated in the right faith, and might 


be made the happy inſtruments, of reconciling us to 


the Pope, and of bringing us once more within the 
pale of the Church of Rome: Should ſuch a defire- 


able event take place, the good effects of proper f ubor- 


dination in ſociety would ſoon be ſeen and felt—the 
king, and all in authority under him —princes and no- 
blesprieſts and magiſtrates of every denomination, 
_would meet that reverence and reſpect which is due 
from the lower orders to rank, titles, &c. In the hope, 
that the comforts and bleſſings df i ignorance, and the 
. feudal ſyſtem, or ſlavery, as the Anarchiſts term it, w ; 
not be long v witheld from. us, 1 ſhall, for the preſent, 
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